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of Shakspeare, the exhibition of his plays became
much more frequent than before.    Between that time
and  1740, our poet's Hamlet, Julius Caesar, King
Henry VIII. Othello, King Richard III. King Lear,
and the two parts of King Henry IV. were very fre-
quently   exhibited.     Still,  however,   such was the
wretched taste of the audiences of those days, that in
many instances the contemptible alterations of his
pieces were preferred to the originals.    Durfey's In-
jured Princess, which had not been acted from 1697,
was again revived at Drury Lane, October 5, 1717*
and afterwards often represented.   Even Ravenscroft's
Titus Andronicus, in which all the faults of the ori-
ginal are greatly aggravated,  took its turn on the
scene, and after an intermission of fifteen years was re-
vived at Drury Lane in  August, 1717, and after-
wards frequently performed both at that theatre and
the theatre in Lincoln's Inn Fields, where it was ex-
hibited for the first time, Dec. 2I-, 1720.    Coriolanus,
which had not been acted for twenty years, was re-
vived at the theatre in Lincoln's Inn Fields, Dec. I35
1718; and in Dec. 1719* King Richard II. was re-
vived at the same theatre: but probably neither of
these plays was then represented as originally written
by Shakspeare9.    Measure for Measure, which had
not been acted, I imagine, from the time of the sup-
pression of the theatres in 164219 was revived at the
same theatre, Dec. 8, 1720, for the purpose of pro-
ducing Mr. Quin in the character of the Duke, which
he frequently performed with success in that and the
following years.    Much Ado about Nothing, which
had not been acted for thirty years, was revived at

9 In the theatrical advertisement, Feb. 6, 1738, King Rich-
ard II. (which was then produced at Covent Garden,) was said
not to have been acted for forty years.

1 On the revival of this play in 1720, it was announced as not
having been acted for twenty years ; but the piece which had been
performed in the year 1700, was not Shukspeare's, but Gildon's.